
WHO WE ARE

About WISE

The Westside Institute for Science and Education [WISE] is 

a 501c3 research corporation enabled by Congress to serve 

as a “flexible funding mechanism” for the Jesse 

Brown VA Medical Center [JBVAMC], located within the 

Illinois Medical District on Chicago’s West Side. Founded in 

1991, WISE is committed to advancing the health and 
wellness of the Veterans served by JBVAMC 

through the administration of VA-approved research studies 

and educational programs. WISE’s Board of Directors 

include hospital leadership, prominent clinical researchers, 

and Veterans from industry, government, and the community. 

Academic Affiliations include the Feinberg School of Medicine of Northwestern University, University 
of Illinois at Chicago Medical School, and the University of Chicago, with more than 900 program 

residents caring for our Veterans each year.

ABOUT THE JESSE BROWN VA  
MEDICAL CENTER – “CHICAGO’S VA”

• 200-bed acute care facility, including an inpatient 

bed tower pavilion which includes 7 surgical suites, 
cystology, intensive care, inpatient dialysis, an outpatient 

surgical center, and a multi-faith chapel

• 62,000 enrolled veterans who reside in the  
greater Chicago region 

• 4 community based outpatient clinics,  
to include NW Indiana

• 8,100 inpatient admissions and 560,000 
outpatient visits each year

• $355 million budget supporting ~2,000 full-time  
equivalent staff, including 200+ physicians, 450 nurses,  
and 500+ volunteers

www.WISEChicagoVA.org



Our Work and Key Accomplishments	  

Cardiology 
Dr. Mayank Kansal, UIC 
Research in reducing embolism risk in 
discharged patients with Janssen, and 
cardio-vascular death with Novartis. 

Prosthetics/Orthotics 
Dr. Steven Gard, NU-RIC 
Federal funding to research how to 
help people with disabilities walk, 
move to promote better health.  

www.WISEChicagoVA.org  

Research 
 

WISE administers the budgets for studies involving Basic Science research, 
Clinical Trials, and VA-approved educational programs. Our academic 
affiliates include Northwestern, Univ. of Illinois, and Univ. of Chicago. Here  
are a few of our current Principal Investigators and their work.	  

Anesthesiology 
Dr. Douglas Feinstein, UIC 
Work trying to reduce damage and 
inflammation in neurodegenerative 
diseases like Alzheimer’s and MS; recent 
project with Boehringer-Ingelheim 

Education 
 

Secured funding from US Dept 
of Health & Human Services 
Office of Women’s Health for 
program on Women Veterans 
hosted at A Safe Haven.	  

Community Engagement 
 

Partner with Illinois Joining Forces, 
Discharged Servicemember Task Force, 
Illinois Medical District, and others to 
leverage VA into neighborhoods. 	  

Chicago Area Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Network [CAPriCORN] funded by the 
Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute.  

Chicago Community Trust as Project Lead, the Illinois Medical District 
Commission as Lead Administrator, and JBVAMC as a founding member. 
Consists of ten major health systems from across Chicago to promote 
collaborative research on key public health issues. 

Cancer—Hematology/Oncology 
Dr. Roohollah Sharifi, UIC 
Professor of Medicine 
Current clinical trial with Janssen 
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in discharged patients with Janssen,  

and cardio-vascular death with Novartis. 
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Secured funding from US Dept of Health & Human 

Services Office of Women’s Health for program on  

Women Veterans hosted at A Safe Haven.
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REQUEST FOR SUPPORT

From inventing the cardiac pacemaker, to performing  

the first-ever liver transplant, to developing therapies  

for traumatic brain injuries,  

Partnering with WISE enables us to implement projects  

and services that 

of the Veterans and their families we serve, empowering our 

communities to achieve better public health outcomes. 

$50,000 funds part-time research  
staff for the filing, management, and conduct 
of innovative clinical trials

$15,000 provides operating capacity to 
provide one month of administrative services 
and program support

$2,500 helps support educational 
programs such as the Mental Health Summit, 
Tele-Health Convening, and RecTherapy 
programs including WinterFest

WISE OPEN HOUSE

Celebrating VA Research!
Thursday, September 24, 2015  4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Illinois Medical District Commission offices

2100 W. Harrison St. Chicago 60612

Complimentary Admission offered to those who RSVP

Your support will help WISE continue to offer the efficient 

administration of cutting-edge research protocols, to 

collaborate with institutional partners on impactful 

programming, and to engage our communities across the 

greater Chicago region. 

 Join us!  Contact Kevin Hull at 
312.925.6085  |  Kevin.Hull@va.gov

VA Research and Development    
    improves the health and lives of our   
              Veterans and their communities. 

help address the  
 “unmet medical need” 

www.WISEChicagoVA.org


